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“I know a certain gospel which is called 'The Gospel according to Thomas' and a 'Gospel according to Matthias', and
many others have we read - lest we should in any way be considered ignorant because of those who imagine that
they possess some knowledge if they are acquainted with these. Nevertheless, among all these we have approved

solely what the Church has recognized, which is that only the four Gospels should be accepted.”
– Origen, Homilies on Luke (ca. 233-244 AD)

A. Introduction

B. Textual Transmission: Do We Have Accurate Manuscripts?

 Quantity of manuscripts
◦ NT manuscripts: 5,722 Greek, 10,000 Latin, 9,000 Other
◦ What about non-canonical works? Gospel of Thomas (4), Gospel of Peter (1), 

Egerton Gospel (1), Gospel of Judas (1), Gospel of Mary (3), Apoc. Peter (2)

 Date of manuscripts
◦ New Testament was written between 50-90 AD. The earliest texts we possess date 

from 100-125 AD,  about 35 years after the originals were written.
▪ P52 – 125 AD P46 – 175 AD P66 – 200 AD P75 – 200 AD
▪ Complete or near-complete Greek MSS: Sinaiticus (300s), Vaticanus (300s), 

Alexandrinus and Bezae (400s)

 Quality of manuscripts
◦ Practices of Christians scribes

▪ The use of the codex by early Christians, rather than the scroll

▪ The use of the nomina sacra

▪ Professional copyists

◦ Variations in our manuscripts
▪ Possible sources of changes

 Misspelling
 Misremembering from memory
 Conforming one gospel’s text to another gospel
 Confusing word endings/beginnings (skipping a line)
 Transposing word order
 Making errors in word endings (tenses, etc.)
 Mishearing the reading of similar-sounding letters/words (if in a scriptorium)
 Copying a word/line twice

Smoothing out the language or making its meaning clearer
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▪ Significance of the changes

C. NT Apocrypha/Pseudepigrapha: What About These Other Books?
 Review of OT apocrypha and pseudepigrapha

 Overview of the “other” NT writings
◦ Pseudepigraphy?

◦ Two main patterns:
▪ Use of existing gospels

▪ Filling in the gaps of the story

 Survey of significant non-canonical Christian writings

◦ Gospel of Thomas: Background and selected passages

(Opening) These are the secret sayings which the living Jesus spoke and which Didymos Judas Thomas 
wrote down.

(1) And he said, "Whoever finds the interpretation of these sayings will not experience death."

(2) Jesus said, "Let him who seeks continue seeking until he finds. When he finds, he will become troubled. 
When he becomes troubled, he will be astonished, and he will rule over the All."

(3) Jesus said, "If those who lead you say to you, 'See, the kingdom is in the sky,' then the birds of the sky 
will precede you. If they say to you, 'It is in the sea,' then the fish will precede you. Rather, the kingdom is 
inside of you, and it is outside of you. When you come to know yourselves, then you will become known, 
and you will realize that it is you who are the sons of the living father. But if you will not know yourselves, 
you dwell in poverty and it is you who are that poverty."
…
(7) Jesus said, "Blessed is the lion which becomes man when consumed by man; and cursed is the man 
whom the lion consumes, and the lion becomes man."
…
(37) His disciples said, "When will you become revealed to us and when shall we see you?" 
Jesus said, "When you disrobe without being ashamed and take up your garments and place them under 
your feet like little children and tread on them, then will you see the son of the living one, and you will not 
be afraid"
…
(87) Jesus said, "Wretched is the body that is dependant upon a body, and wretched is the soul that is 
dependent on these two."
…
(114) Simon Peter said to him, "Let Mary leave us, for women are not worthy of life." 
Jesus said, "I myself shall lead her in order to make her male, so that she too may become a living spirit 
resembling you males. For every woman who will make herself male will enter the kingdom of heaven."
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◦ Egerton Gospel: Background and selected passages

Fragment 1 (front): And turning to the rulers of the people he spake this saying, Search the scriptures, in 
which ye think that ye have life; these are they which bear witness of me. Think not that I came to accuse 
you to my Father; there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, on whom ye have set your hope. And when 
they said, We know well that God spake unto Moses, but as for thee, we know not whence thou art, Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Now is your unbelief accused
…
Fragment 2 (back): And when they were perplexed at his strange question, Jesus, as he walked, stood still 
on the edge of the river Jordan, and stretching forth his right hand he . . . and sprinkled it upon the . . . And 
then . . . water that had been sprinkled . . . before them and sent forth fruit.

◦ Gospel of Peter: Background and selected passages

[10] And they brought two wrongdoers and crucified the Lord in the middle of them. But he was silent as 
having no pain. [11] And when they had set the cross upright, they inscribed that THIS IS THE KING OF 
ISRAEL. [12] And having put his garments before him, they divided them up and threw as a gamble for 
them. [13] But a certain one of those wrongdoers reviled them, saying: 'We have been made suffer thus 
because of the wrong that we have done; but this one, having become Savior of men, what injustice had he 
done to you?' [14] And having become irritated at him, they ordered that there be no leg-breaking, so that 
he might die tormented.

[15] But is was midday, and darkness held fast all Judea; and they were distressed and anxious lest the sun 
had set, since he was still living. [For] it is written for them: Let not the sun set on one put to death. [16] 
And someone of them said: 'Give him to drink gall with vinegary wine.' And having made a mixture, they 
gave to drink. [17] And they fulfilled all things and completed the sins on their own head. [18] But many 
went around with lamps, thinking that it was night, and they fell. [19] And the Lord screamed out, saying: 
'My power, O power, you have forsaken me.' And having said this, he was taken up.
….
[35] But in the night in which the Lord's day dawned, when the soldiers were safeguarding it two by two in 
every watch, there was a loud voice in heaven; [36] and they saw that the heavens were opened and that 
two males who had much radiance had come down from there and come near the sepulcher. [37] But that 
stone which had been thrust against the door, having rolled by itself, went a distance off the side; and the 
sepulcher opened, and both the young men entered. [38] And so those soldiers, having seen, awakened the 
centurion and the elders (for they too were present, safeguarding). [39] And while they were relating what 
they had seen, again they see three males who have come out from they sepulcher, with the two supporting 
the other one, and a cross following them, [40] and the head of the two reaching unto heaven, but that of 
the one being led out by a hand by them going beyond the heavens. [41] And they were hearing a voice 
from the heavens saying, 'Have you made proclamation to the fallen-asleep?' [42] And an obeisance was 
heard from the cross, 'Yes.' [43]

◦ Gospel of Judas: Background and selected passages

When his disciples heard [what Jesus said], they started getting angry and infuriated and began 
blaspheming against him in their hearts.
…
 [Let] any one of you who is [strong enough] among human beings bring out the perfect human and stand 
before my face.” They all said, “We have the strength.” But their spirits did not dare to stand before [him], 
except for Judas Iscariot. He was able to stand before him, but he could not look him in the eyes, and he 
turned his face away. Judas [said] to him, “I know who you are and where you have come from. You are 
from the immortal realm of Barbelo. And I am not worthy to utter the name of the one who has sent you.”
Knowing that Judas was reflecting upon something that was exalted, Jesus said to him, “Step away from 
the others and I shall tell you the mysteries of the kingdom. It is possible for you to reach it, but you will 
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grieve a great deal. [36] For someone else will replace you, in order that the twelve [disciples] may again 
come to completion with their god.”
… 
When he heard this, Judas said to him, “What good is it that I have received it? For you have set me apart 
for that generation.” Jesus answered and said, “You will become the thirteenth, and you will be cursed by 
the other generations—and you will come to rule over them. In the last days they will curse your ascent 
[47] to the holy [generation].”

◦ Gospel of Mary

But they were distressed and wept greatly. "How are we going to go out to the rest of the world to announce 
the good news about the Realm of the child of true Humanity?" they said. "If they did not spare him, how 
will they spare us?"
     Then Mary stood up. She greeted them all, addressing her brothers and sisters, "Do not weep and be 
distressed nor let your hearts be irresolute. For his grace will be with you all and will shelter you. Rather 
we should praise his greatness, for he has prepared us and made us true Human beings."
      When Mary had said these things, she turned their heart [to]ward the Good, and they began to deba[t]e 
about the wor[d]s of [the Savior].
     Peter said to Mary, "Sister, we know that the Savior loved you more than all other women. Tell us the 
words of the Savior that you remember, the things which you know that we don't because we haven't heard 
them." 
     Mary responded, "I will teach you about what is hidden from you." And she began to speak these words 
to them.
     She said, "I saw the Lord in a vision and I said to him, 'Lord, I saw you today in a vision.'
He answered me, 'How wonderful you are for not wavering at seeing me! For where the mind is, there is 
the treasure.'

◦ Infancy Gospel of Thomas

(2) When the boy Jesus was five years old, he was playing in a narrow part of a rushing stream. (2) He was 
gathering the flowing waters into ponds, and immediately they were made clean, and he ordered these 
things with a single word. (3) And after he made clay, he molded twelve sparrows from it. And it was the 
Sabbath when he did these things. But there were also many other children playing with him.
…
(4) Next, he was going through the village again and a running child bumped his shoulder. Becoming bitter, 
Jesus said to him, "You will not complete your journey." Immediately, he fell down and died. Then, some of 
the people who had seen what had happened said, "Where has this child come from so that his every word 
is a completed deed?" And going to Joseph, the parents of the one who had died found fault with him. They 
said, "Because you have such a child, you are not allowed to live with us in the village, or at least teach him 
to bless and not curse. For our children are dead!"
…
(9) And after a few days passed, Jesus was up on a roof of a house. And one of the children playing with 
him died after falling off the roof. And when the other children saw, they fled and Jesus was left standing 
alone. When the parents of the one who had died came, they accused Jesus, "Troublemaker, you threw him 
down." But Jesus replied, "I did not throw him down, rather he threw himself down. When he was not 
acting carefully, he leaped off the roof and died." Jesus leaped off the roof and stood by the corpse of the 
boy and cried out with a loud voice and said, "Zeno," - for that was his name - "rise up, talk to me: did I 
throw you down?" And rising up immediately, he said, "No, Lord, you did not throw me down, but you did 
raise me up."
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 How should we approach this literature?
◦ What the media and some scholars say:

▪ “These writings were silenced by the orthodox party and deserve to be heard”
▪ “There’s nothing implicit in the canonical gospels that make them “better” than 

these”
▪ “There’s a conspiracy among today’s church leaders to keep you from knowing 

about these writings because they challenge your traditional faith”
▪ “These writings are more accurate than the ones in the canon”

◦ How many Christians respond:
▪ Fear and confusion (why hasn’t anyone told me about this?)
▪ Circling the wagons (don’t read them because they are dangerous)
▪ Denying anything good in them (they are 100% wrong so don’t bother with them)

◦ Better responses:
▪ Approach them critically: what do these writings tell us about how early 

Christians were thinking about and responding to Jesus?
▪ Approach them through the lens of the NT writings we do recognize as 

authoritative: interpret their doctrinal content by asking where it matches with the 
NT and where it contradicts it

▪ Approach them as mixed, human writings: they all draw on the NT, so they aren’t 
100% in error; yet as un-inspired writings, we have to discern helpful, true 
portions from the unhelpful, false portions

▪ Approach them apologetically: we need to have some familiarity with them 
because skeptics/critics do, and we need to know how to have those conversations
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Egerton Gospel (Papyrus Egerton 2)

Gospel of Thomas (Nag Hammadi Coptic Codex)
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